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PHASE 1 ENVIRONEMNTAL SITE ASSESSMENT
Fact Sheet SWP-121



A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is a tool to determine whether a property may be contaminated. The purpose is to gather enough information to develop a professional opinion about the environmental condition of the property and to identify actual or potential environmental contamination.  Completing a Phase I ESA can create a safe harbor known as the “Innocent Landowner Defense” relating to contaminants within the scope of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA). The Phase I ESA may also be useful in any situation where contaminated land or property may be a concern. 

A Phase I ESA typically consists of a document search and review, site inspection, and a summary report. The results of a Phase I ESA may or may not lead to a Phase II ESA, which includes collecting soil and groundwater samples and having them analyzed for potential contaminants.

DOCUMENT SEARCH/ REVIEW INCLUDES:
· A look at historical maps such as Sanborn fire insurance maps and more recent county planning office maps to identify past uses of the parcel and adjacent parcels.  
· Additional efforts to uncover special knowledge about the property which may be gleaned from interviews with current or past owners and tenants.
· Environmental database queries. This is a location-based query of environmental databases which track sites related to hazardous material handlers or generators, contaminated cleanup sites, hazardous waste spills, or similar.
· Regulatory agency file review to discover any indication of known problems. This looks at documents from all appropriate jurisdictions including local, county, state, federal or tribal.

SITE INSPECTION IDENTIFIES POSSIBLE CONTAMINATION ON THE PROPERTY IT NEAR IT AND LOOKS AT:
· Heat sources such as oil, electric, natural gas or propane.
· Underground and aboveground storage tanks, including fill ports, vent pipes, feed and return lines.
· Plumbing, including sewer, on-site wastewater treatment, drywells and on-site water wells, roof drainage, sump pumps, floor drains and fixtures.
· Building construction, materials and condition, especially asbestos-containing pipe wrap, floor tiles, roofing, siding and insulation.
· Lead paint.
· Water or mold damage.
· Existing structures, particularly for engineering concerns.
· Fill materials.
· Former uses including dry cleaning, dental or X-ray office, gas station or auto repair, manufacturing, printing or photograph processing, etc.
· A cursory review of surrounding property.

The written report outlines the findings from the Phase I ESA and any conclusions that can be made regarding the property.  If environmental contamination may be present, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment may be recommended.
RESOURCES: WHERE CAN YOU GET HELP?
Environmental Site Assessments are performed by private consultants who can often be found in the “Yellow Pages” under the heading of Environmental & Ecological Services or Consultants - Environmental.
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